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Land Acknowledgement
In accordance with our principles, we
acknowledge with gratitude that we gather on
traditional Cree lands that are part of Treaty Six
and shared by many nations.
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A treaty is an inheritance, a responsibility and a
relationship. May we be good neighbours to
one another, good stewards to our planet and
good ancestors to our children.

September 30 is the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation. 
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With the absence of a minister at UCE,
you may be wondering who is responsible
for scheduling and coordinating Sunday
morning services. That would be the
Worship, Arts and Music (WAM) Team.
Team members are Gordon Ritchie
(chair), Karen Mills, Andrea Graham, Ilara
Stefaniuk-Gaudet, Susan Ruttan (board
liaison) and John Turvey. 

The WAM Team works with Soul Matters
resources, a UUA theme-based program,
as well as Meaning Making Project, a
Canadian theme-based program. The
WAM Team will be using these programs
as inspirational foundations for the 2026-
27 church year services at UCE. 

Who’s Looking After Sunday Services at UCE?

Service Creator Workshop - Sunday, Oct. 4
We have service leaders - and they’re great.
But in this transition time between ministers,
we need folks who would like to take a bigger
role in creating services. Service creators will
choose readings, music, and plan the flow of
a service. But they won’t do it alone!
Seasoned mentors will walk alongside them
every step of the way. 

If you’re interested in learning more about this
role, and all the resources for it (e.g., service
templates and where to find readings, music,
themes) join members of the WAM (Worship,
Arts, and Music) Team for a 90-minute
workshop immediately following the service.
A light lunch will be provided. 

Questions? Contact WAM chair Gordon
Ritchie.

The Team has chosen monthly themes
for the upcoming church year,
confirmed all services for September
and has already booked some guest
speakers and musicians for the coming
months. We look forward to an exciting,
inspirational and thought provoking
season. 

If you have any questions or
suggestions regarding Sunday morning
services, please contact Gordon
Ritchie. 

gordonritchie424
@gmail.com

mailto:gordonritchie424@gmail.com
mailto:gordonritchie424@gmail.com


September Services

Sept 6

A “Flood” of Information

On August 6, a water main break turned
UCE into a real-life version of “A River
Runs Through It”. While the damage is
extensive, there’s also much to be
grateful for. Come and celebrate what
didn’t go wrong and what went right
very quickly, and hear what remains to
be done. Andrew will walk us through
the details with his talk and slides. 
Leader: Andrew Mills

Sept 13 Ingathering

The Ingathering calls us back from the
winds and tides of our summer, inviting
us to renew our mindfulness of how we
find, create, and centre ourselves in our
community and sacred places. It is a
time to celebrate the community we are,
and the new church year we will build
together. A pebble ceremony will guide
our reflection on the foundation and
building blocks we can put into service.
Bring stories to share as we reunite to
begin the year anew.
Leaders:  Ilara Stefaniuk-Gaudet, John
Turvey

Sept 20

Truth and Reconciliation: A
Conversation with Lewis Cardinal

Sept 27 Beginnings

“Beginnings” features the exciting
debut of the UCE House Band. Join in
a musical exploration of the power,
potential, and promise that each fresh
beginning can unlock. We’ll allow
healing lyrics of forgiveness to help
shed past burdens, and reaffirm our
cherished Unitarian principles that
guide us in right actions of the
moment. Energized by song,
emboldened by courage and intention,
we will seek a healthful, fulfilling, and
spiritually rewarding future for
ourselves and our beloved community.
Leader: John Turvey

We are very honoured to welcome
back Lewis Cardinal for another
illuminating conversation on Truth and
Reconciliation. Join Ilara Stefaniuk-
Gaudet (they/them) in a conversation
with Lewis that will leave you feeling
inspired and ready for action.
Leader: Ilara Stefaniuk-Gaudet

We look forward to seeing you in person or on Zoom from the
comfort of your own environs. Please use this link:

https://zoom.us/j/97779453314?
pwd=VVB1VWF5ZUd0UGU1ZXQ5UGVxb0tXQT09

Stay After the Service Today
We Need your Input: Congregational

Conversation

SECOND SUNDAY 
POTLUCKS WILL
RETURN IN 
OCTOBER

https://zoom.us/j/97779453314?pwd=VVB1VWF5ZUd0UGU1ZXQ5UGVxb0tXQT09
https://zoom.us/j/97779453314?pwd=VVB1VWF5ZUd0UGU1ZXQ5UGVxb0tXQT09


President’s Ponderings:
Testing Our Resilience

Well folks, this has been quite the summer
for UCE. The broken water main has been
a source of much work and worry for
many – Open Doors Learning Centre,
UCE’s board, maintenance team, and
most particularly for Andrew Mills, our
volunteer property manager. You’ll read
more about the flood restoration in this
newsletter.

I could sprinkle some puns about
dampening our plans or how the situation
is very fluid – but frankly the situation
calls for a drier tone. The repairs to the
water line and water-damaged parts of
the building are significant and will
require patience and support of the whole
congregation. The weeks ahead will test
our resilience, resolve and flexibility.

This crisis comes at a time when we
already face a lengthy search for a new
minister. That process is well in hand as
you’ll read in this newsletter. But it does
mean additional work for the Worship,
Arts and Music Team; Pastoral Care Team;

Board of Trustees; our church
administrator; and others who may be
called upon to help.

So, this is a really good time to reflect on
what UCE means to each of us, and how
strongly we are connected in spirit and
purpose. 

Our Vision: We open doors to all seekers
of spiritual growth and nurture positive
change for a just and healthy world.

That’s big work. We do hold each other in
community – but there are so many
others in this city who are searching for a
spiritual home, where they are welcomed
with open hearts, where dogma and
discrimination do not enter what should
be a place of sanctuary. Now, more than
ever, when fear mongering and division
are growing, that sanctuary is needed.
And the building provides that space to
gather in our own fellowship but also to
support many community needs on a
regular basis – Food Bank, AA groups,
Dragging Youth, AWARE education
programming, several choirs – and others
more intermittently.

A new website will soon be launched
providing a fresh platform to promote our
strengths and commitment. We have
much to look forward to.

Hey, I think I’m ready for a pun now. Our
church is undergoing a sea change, but
we are awash with goodwill and
overflowing with fellowship. Welcome
back to a new year at UCE.

Lynne 



On Thursday, August 6  just before 7 pm, one of our AA groups reported water
running into the church. Our main water line had burst underground and was
pouring into the Open Doors SE building. It filled that building 2” deep and then
ran under the door to start flooding the church. 

th

By the time we got the water shut off at about 9 pm, the church offices, library,
lobby, sanctuary, Keeler Hall, and kitchen had flooded. We called Belfor
Restoration and they were there at 10 pm and worked through the night to get
the water cleaned up and dehumidifiers and fans put in place (hooray and thank
you!!). We called our insurer the next morning and confirmed we have sufficient
coverage to repair this water damage (with some exceptions). 

Belfor has been doing a great job; they cleaned up the water quickly and by
Aug 15th had emptied all our spaces and removed carpets and sections of
drywall to get everything dried out. Once the emergency cleanup is done, they
will prepare an estimate that our insurance will use to sort out our damage
claim. Then repairs can begin. 

As of now, the church is closed. Our immediate problem is to repair the water
line. We have chosen a contractor, and they will begin on Sept. 9. In the
meantime, Epcor has provided an emergency water supply. This supply allows
us to use some of our spaces (even if under construction) and means Open
Doors can resume the use of two of their three spaces.

Donations needed

I ask that you consider giving an additional donation to our Reserve Fund to
help us offset some of the upcoming costs and the loss of some of our rental
income. For example, the repair of the water line is not covered and will likely
cost more than $20,000. We currently have only $31,934 in our reserve fund.
Donations can be made by Interac to chadmin@uce.ca, or online through
Canada Helps, and we will have donation envelopes available at the church. 

I ask for your patience while we work our way through this challenge, 
Andrew Mills

UCE After the Flood: 
Progress and Plans

mailto:chadmin@uce.ca


Flooded Sanctuary Dried Sanctuary

Dried Open DoorsFlooded Open DoorsKeeler Hall  Storage



Search Team Members Confirmed Search Team Members Confirmed 
Ministerial Search UpdateMinisterial Search Update

Thank you to everyone who expressed an interest or suggested people for the
team. We’re looking forward to diving into this work. Here’s the projected timeline
for the team’s work: 

Declan Kiely
Karen Mills, co-chair
Ruth Patrick
Talia Welsh

Myra Bielby
Jeff Bisanz
Louise Charach, co-chair
Carol Hutchings

On August 19, the board approved the following individuals for the Ministerial
Search Team: 

The dates for publishing the profile, receiving applications and making an offer are
set by the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA), which handles all minister
recruitment for the U.S. and Canada.

We Need Your Input - Congregational Conversation on Sept. 20

Join us on Sept. 20 for a conversation to discuss UCE’s vision for the future and
the kind of ministry we need to help us get there. This will be the first step in
creating the congregational profile that candidates will use to decide if they want
to apply to UCE.

Questions? Contact Karen Mills at Karenmills@me.com or
Louise Charach at Louisecharach@gmail.com

mailto:Karenmills@me.com
mailto:Louisecharach@gmail.com


UCE's march in the Pride Parade was a success.
We marched with Westwood Unitarians—
seasoned members, newcomers, and curious
passersby—sharing smiles under a breezy,
overcast sky. Many admired Susan Ruttan’s
sign about Edmonton Unitarians starting gay
weddings in 1973 and our three banners; thank
you to everyone who joined and helped make
it happen.
Declan Kiely



In Honour of Starr Curry and Her Bequest
to the Endowment Fund

A memorial service was held at UCE in June 2025, to remember
Starr Curry, a long-time UCE member, who passed away the
previous month. 

Although ill health had kept her from being a familiar face in
recent years, Starr had a deep dedication to her community and
a long connection with UCE. A member for four decades, she
was active earlier at UCE, serving on the children’s program
committee in the early 1990s, although she did not have children
herself. From December 1995 to mid-1997, she was on the
Ministerial Search Committee to find a new minister after Rev.
John Marsh's tenure. 

Professionally she held a Master’s in Social Work from Dalhousie University. Starr served
as an instructor at Norquest College and Portage College and social worker during her
career. In her personal life, she chose the path of caregiving and actively maintaining
connections with family members.

Some UCE members will remember Starr most vividly through her activities with the
Alberta NDP. As one tribute at her service said: 

Alberta's New Democrats remember Starr Curry for her dedication to social
justice and the party. ... Starr was a founding member of the Alberta NDP
Women's Caucus and helped to create the Olga Blondheim Fund, now known as
the Blondheim Babcock fund, which raises money to support Women running as
candidates.

“Starr's life and work was defined by lifting up others: her students, her party,
and in particular, the lives of women. She was also a caregiver for her family.”

One further example of Starr’s dedication to others: she included UCE in her will. UCE
gratefully acknowledges receiving Starr's bequest to the Endowment Fund in July of this
year. Her legacy lives on along with her UU principles.

If you have any questions about planned giving, please be in touch with one of the
Endowment Trustees. General information is provided in the Planned Giving brochure:

https://www.uce.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/PlannedGiving18Oct2022.pdf

by Ruth Merriott

https://www.uce.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/PlannedGiving18Oct2022.pdf


Chorealis

If you love music, can carry a tune, like great people and good fun,

Chorealis could be the choir for you. No fees, no auditions, no experience

or music reading ability required. 
 

Questions? Contact one of the co-conductors, Karen Mills

(karenmills@me.com) or Gordon Ritchie (gordonritchie424@gmail.com)

New season of singing begins Sept. 10
Weekly rehearsals at UCE

Thursdays, 7-8:30 p.m.

Strong communities are born out of
individuals being their best selves

    -Leanne Betasamosake Simpson

mailto:karenmills@me.com
mailto:gordonritchie424@gmail.com


Sharing Our Abundance
Our church community encourages all who gather here to grow in generosity of spirit
and action. Each month, we share half of our unidentified cash offerings with an
organization in the wider community.

Bent Arrow is dedicated to supporting the mental,
emotional, spiritual, and physical well-being of Indigenous
children, youth, and families in Edmonton and surrounding
areas. We provide culturally responsive programming that
promotes healing, resiliency, and cultural connectedness.

September: 

https://bentarrow.ca/

New UCE Website Coming Soon

The Communications and Marketing Team (CaM) and Janet, our church administrator,
have been working hard over the summer to create the new church website. We’ve
written content, attended multiple training sessions, researched best practices and
trends, and scoured the library, computer drives, and basements for photos. 

We’re just finishing up linking documents, such as AGM reports, newsletters, and
policies and connecting the new database with the new site and then we’ll be ready
for testing. Our goal remains to launch the site this fall.

Your CaM Team,

Karen Bilida, Louise Charach, Jon Littlefield, Karen Mills, Lorne Pendleton

https://bentarrow.ca/
https://bentarrow.ca/


Soul Matters
COME JOIN US FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF SMALL GROUPS

THIS OCTOBER!

As we transition into autumn, we invite

you to gather, reflect and connect deeply

through our Soul Matters Ministry. Here's

an opportunity to enter a welcoming

space to share personal insights, explore

meaningful monthly themes and build

deeper relationships within our

community. Our October theme aligns

with our worship services: Community

and Individuality

Our small groups offer a structured and intimate environment where every 

voice is valued and heard. Bring an open heart and a willingness to share, 

listen and learn, guided by two skilled facilitators: Ilara and Kelly

Groups meet monthly starting in October, with in person and online options 

available.Expect regular updates as more details are finalized.

BONUS! There are Friday movie nights each month at UCE, open to 

everyone and free of charge.

How do I join?

Please connect with Ilara Stefaniuk-Gaudet at missg.alias1@gmail.com 

and/or Kelly Bertrand at Kellybertrand4@gmail.com for more information

mailto:missg.alias1@gmail.com
mailto:Kellybertrand4@gmail.com


Want to Go for a Walk?
The walking group is continuing as

weather permits, every Friday

morning. We mostly do "out and

back" walks and separate into faster

and slower walkers, so you can walk

at your own pace and distance.

Contact Jon Littlefield at

jon.littlefield@yahoo.com to be

added to the email list. 

Or, Join Us for a Beverage! 

Good news! 
UUs on Tap 

will resume on
Wednesday, 

Sept. 23, 6pm

The venue will be Teddy’s Restaurant, 11361 Jasper Ave. If you have ideas

for future meeting places on the 4th Wednesday of the month, please let

me know. Also, it has been suggested that we plan some kind of activity,

Trivia Night or….. Look forward to seeing you at Teddy’s and please bring

your ideas. There is parking behind the building and also on 114 St.

Sheila Parr (sheilaparr2012@gmail.com)

mailto:jon.littlefield@yahoo.com
mailto:sheilaparr2012@gmail.com


Civic Academy on Referendum Questions

The Greater Edmonton Alliance (GEA) is hosting a
variety of “civic academies” on the Alberta
referendum questions. Civic academies are
described as “town hall-style events aimed at
developing civic education on an issue, build
relationships, and listen for stories of pressures in
peoples' lives while encouraging public action.” A
Downtown Edmonton civic academy will be focused
on the referendum questions about immigration.

“The Referendum questions would have us believe the main issues in
Albertans' lives are immigrants and Ottawa. The Greater Edmonton
Alliance is running a listening campaign aimed at understanding the
deeper issues in our lives and building relationships to act for equity,
dignity, and the common good of all.”

Our church is a member of the GEA, and we are invited to attend. The event
will be held Tuesday, September 15, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., at the Central Lions
Centre, 11113-113 Street. For more information and to register, go to 

Youhttps://www.greateredmontonalliance.org/dt_ed_civic_academy
The Social Justice Committee

October 19 is a critically important day in Alberta. Albertans will vote on 10
referendum questions, including a question on whether Alberta should remain
in Canada or begin the process for a binding vote on separation from Canada.
There’s a lot of misleading information and unfounded speculation about what
many of the questions mean, especially those around separation. 

Here is some unbiased information that may help you decide how to vote.
Attached is a link to the Before You Vote website. Please take the time to scan
through the articles and to share the link to the website with your personal
networks, friends and family members. Thank you, Carol Hutcings

Want to Do Your Research at Home First?

https://beforevoting.ca/
https://www.greateredmontonalliance.org/dt_ed_civic_academy
https://beforevoting.ca/


Right Relations
Reflections

https://www.uce.ca/healthy-relations-policies/

"We can wake in awe and wonder and
give our breath freely for all that
never bothers to ask if it can take
it away, we can chase light and
miracles, hiding in so many
unassuming places, we can respect two
words like a mantra, no matter what
comes: Thank you. 
Thank you for the starlight that
shines inside us, thank you for the
moonlight above. 
Thank you. In an eternity of
darkness, this half blink, this
momentary blast of colour and light,
is so much more than enough."

Excerpt from Tyler Knott Gregson‘s 
Wildly into the Dark

https://www.uce.ca/healthy-relations-policies/


Pastoral Care: 
Come Join Us!

If you're going through a tough time or just need someone to talk
to, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We're here to support you
with care, a listening ear or a ride — whatever you need. You’re
not alone, and we’d be honored to walk alongside you!
Contact Gloria Krenbrenk our Caring Connections Dispatcher at
780-668-9166 or at ucecares@uce.com.  
To contact the whole team anytime, there is an easy way to do
this. Simply go to our website,  https://www.uce.ca/contact-us/
and click on the pastoral care link. 

Carol Hutchings, Alec Moorji and Gloria Krenbrenk

“I acted and, behold, service was joy”
Rabindranath Tagore 

The Pastoral Care Team could use some some volunteers
to act as connectors for any of the following:

Transporter
Nourisher
Visitor
Handihelps

Contact your Caring Connections Dispatcher Gloria
Krenbrenk at 780-668-9166 gkrenbrenk@gmail.com or
use the Pastoral Care request form on the UCE website. 

Could You Use Some Help?

mailto:ucecares@uce.com
https://www.uce.ca/contact-us/
mailto:gkrenbrenk@gmail.com


CUC News
For the Latest News:

https://cuc.ca/enews-august-26-2026/

Rising Together: Unitarian Universalists of Colour
Wednesday, Sept 9 | 5:30 pm MT
Rising Together is a monthly virtual space for Black, Indigenous, and people of
colour who are youth and young adult UU’s across Canada. 
https://cuc.ca/events/rising-together-unitarian-universalists-of-colour-september-
2026/1788982200/1788987600/

Online Community

Introducing: Rev. Rosemary Morrison – Congregational Life Lead
The UCE would like to congratulate Rev. Rosemary as she begins her new
position with the CUC. Best wishes to her on this new adventure!

Dismantling Barriers: Closing Ritual – Moving Forward with the 8th Principle
Thursday, Sept 24 | 5 pm MT
https://cuc.ca/events/dismantling-barriers-closing-ritual/1790276400/1790281800/

The UU Ecosystem Project presents: A Theology for This Moment : Canadian
Unitarian Universalists in Conversation
Saturday, Sept 26 | 11 am MT
How can UU theology inform our response to the needs of this moment? How can
theology help us through this time of uncertainty, ecological crisis, and rapid social
change. What do we have that we can share with the wider world?
Join the Ecosystem project for the first of four fall webinars — live online
conversations digging deeper into active topics in Canadian Unitarian Universalism.

Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions and shape the conversation.
https://cuc.ca/events/a-theology-for-this-moment/1790424000/1790430300/

Introduction to Sociocracy for Unitarian Universalists
Tuesday, Sept 22 | 5:30 pm MT
Shared Power, Shared Purpose: An Introduction to Sociocracy for UUs
An introductory session for UU leaders, staff, and congregants curious about
consent-based, shared-power governance — no prior experience needed. We’ll
explore the basics of sociocracy, hear real examples from UU settings, and leave
with a few ideas for what this could look like in your own community.
https://www.sociocracyforall.org/unitarian-universalist-sociocracy/

https://cuc.ca/enews-august-26-2026/
https://cuc.ca/events/rising-together-unitarian-universalists-of-colour-september-2026/1788982200/1788987600/
https://cuc.ca/events/rising-together-unitarian-universalists-of-colour-september-2026/1788982200/1788987600/
https://cuc.ca/events/dismantling-barriers-closing-ritual/1790276400/1790281800/
https://cuc.ca/events/a-theology-for-this-moment/1790424000/1790430300/
https://www.sociocracyforall.org/unitarian-universalist-sociocracy/


Remembering the Rev. Fred Cappuccino
The Canadian Unitarian Council (CUC) sent out the following message:

Dear friends,

We are saddened to share the death of the Rev. Fred Cappuccino, who died at the age of 100

after an extraordinary life of ministry, service, courage, and love.

Fred’s life was deeply woven into Canadian Unitarian Universalism. He served congregations

including Lakeshore Unitarian Universalist Congregation and was Founding Minister Emeritus

of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Ottawa, where he led the fellowship’s inaugural

service in 1996. Just this January, UUFO gathered to celebrate Fred’s 100th birthday

alongside the fellowship’s 30th anniversary.

But Fred’s ministry extended far beyond the walls of any

congregation.

For Fred, faith was something to be lived. In 1965, he

joined hundreds of clergy who travelled to Selma,

Alabama, to stand with those struggling for racial

justice. With his wife, Bonnie, he raised a family of 21

children, 19 of whom were adopted from countries

around the world. Together, Fred and Bonnie founded

Child Haven International in 1985, creating communities

of care for children and women in India, Nepal, Tibet,

and Bangladesh.

Over a century of life, Fred showed what it can mean to put our values into practice: to meet

suffering with compassion, injustice with courage, and human need with generosity and

action.

He received many honours, including the Order of Canada and recognition from UNESCO for

teaching human rights. Yet the greater measure of his life can be found in the people,

families, congregations, and communities shaped by his care.

Fred leaves Canadian Unitarian Universalists a remarkable legacy. We give thanks for his

ministry, for the example of his life, and for the many ways his spirit will continue through

those he inspired.

We hold Bonnie, Fred’s family, the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Ottawa, the Child

Haven International community, and all who knew and loved him in our hearts.

A fuller obituary celebrating Fred’s life will follow.

A celebration of Fred’s life will take place
November 7 at 2:00 pm at the First Unitarian

Congregation of Ottawa.

https://us.list-manage.com/Z8pt4LCi0fM?e=41ad7d42c1&c2id=f6621e8f51335a0d187cbb6ef461d62a
https://us.list-manage.com/Z8pt4LCi0fM?e=41ad7d42c1&c2id=f6621e8f51335a0d187cbb6ef461d62a


In the Community

Seeking to hire new Lead
Coordinator

Part-Time (average of 20 hours per week over the course of the year)

We are seeking an experienced, collaborative, and highly organized Lead
Coordinator to help guide forward the Centre’s next chapter and strategic plan.
This is an exciting opportunity for someone who enjoys bringing people
together, coordinating meaningful community initiatives, and helping a
respected organization continue to grow its impact.
for more information: https://www.edminterfaithcentre.ca/

https://www.westwoodunitarian.ca/event/makersmarket/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:11477c6c-a060-4093-b9d0-b61da52dbb38
https://www.edminterfaithcentre.ca/


UCE Mission is to inspire social justice by questioning the status quo,
engaging community and inviting all to the table.

We do this by providing an intentionally inclusive home to:
nurture spiritual growth and transformation
foster learning opportunities and outreach experiences
welcome all age groups
support action for social justice
be guided by the principles and sources of Unitarian Universalism

Shaping Our CommUUnity 

We open doors to all
seekers of spiritual
growth and nurture
positive change for a just
and healthy world.

Vision: 

Mission: 

With love as our guide, we pledge to create a beloved community of
peace and compassion. We trust our ability to work through conflict. As
members and friends of UCE, we agree to:

Honour and respect diversity in values and beliefs as a source of
communal strength
Be truthful, kind and open minded
Assume good intent and goodwill
Listen with open hearts and speak with care even when it is
uncomfortable
Talk to, not about, others
Accept responsibility for our individual acts
Address conflict promptly and ask for help when conflict is too
difficult
Be steadfast in support of our community in times of disagreement
Share the ministry of the congregation through our gifts of time,
talent and money
Express encouragement and appreciation for the gifts of others

UCE  Covenant of Right Relations: 



UU congregations affirm and promote eight principles, which we hold as
strong values and moral guides. As Rev. Barbara Wells ten Hove explains,
“The principles are not dogma or doctrine, but rather a guide for those of us
who choose to join and participate in UU religious communities.” 

Our Eight Principles
The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;
Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in
our congregations;
A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within
our congregations and in society at large;
The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a
part.
Individual and communal action that accountably dismantles racism
and systemic barriers to full inclusion in ourselves and our institutions.

Our Six Sources 
Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in
all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness
to the forces which create and uphold life;
Words and deeds of prophetic people which challenge us to confront
powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the
transforming power of love;
Wisdom from the world’s religions which inspires us in our ethical and
spiritual life;
Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God’s love by
loving our neighbours as ourselves;
Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason
and the results of science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind
and spirit;
Spiritual teachings of Earth-centred traditions which celebrate the
sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms
of nature.

The Principles and Sources of our Religious Faith



Please enjoy watching recordings of our Sunday Services again on
YouTube or listen as a Podcast on SoundCloud. Just click on the link and
don’t forget to subscribe while you are there. 

Join us in conversation on Social Media
·Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/41659071349/ 
·Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/UnitarianChurch/ 
·YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmpm5DXHKM7pRnnzcC75txQ 
·SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-189401827 
·Twitter: https://twitter.com/UnitarianUCE 
·Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/unitarianuce/ 

Please make sure that you continue to update your Zoom account. Zoom regularly
updates to release new features and fix bugs. We recommend upgrading to the latest
version once it is available. How to update Zoom: https://support.zoom.us

To amplify the sound in the sanctuary, use the Listen Wi-Fi app.
Here’s how:

First time user

1: Connect to UCE wifi on your mobile device 
In WiFi settings select UCE
Type in Password [available from an usher]

2: Download Listen WiFi App (from app store)
3: Tap on Listen WiFi app on your device
4: Select venue - UCE
5: Adjust volume on your device

Returning user

1: Connect to UCE wifi on your mobile device 
In WiFi settings, select UCE 
Type in password if it has not been saved

2: Tap on the Listen WiFi app
3: Select venue - UCE
4: Adjust volume on your device

Hearing Assistance Available at In-Person Services

https://www.facebook.com/groups/41659071349/
https://www.facebook.com/UnitarianChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmpm5DXHKM7pRnnzcC75txQ
https://soundcloud.com/user-189401827
https://twitter.com/UnitarianUCE
https://www.instagram.com/unitarianuce/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362233-Upgrade-update-to-the-latest-version
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4
10 am 
Walking Group

5

6
10:30 am Service

7 8 9

5:00 pm
Rising Together

10

7 pm Chorealis
Rehearsal

11
10 am 
Walking Group

12

13
10:30 am Service

14 15
7 pm
GEA Civic
Acadmey @
Central Lions
Centre

16

7:15 pm 
Board Meeting
(on Zoom)

17

7 pm Chorealis
Rehearsal

18
10 am 
Walking Group

19

20
10:30 am Service
Congregational
Conversation
after the service

21 22

5:30 pm
Into to Sociocracy

23

6 pm 
UUs on Tap @
Teddy’s 

24
5 pm 
Dismantling
Barriers
7 pm Chorealis
Rehearsal

25
10 am 
Walking Group

26
11 am
 

UU Ecosystem
Project

27
10:30 am Service

28 29 30 
Office Closed
National Day for
Truth &
Reconciliation

U C E  E V E N T S  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 6


	Who’s Looking After Sunday Services at UCE?
	gordonritchie424@gmail.com

	Service Creator Workshop - Sunday, Oct. 4
	September Services
	We look forward to seeing you in person or on Zoom from the comfort of your own environs. Please use this link:
	https://zoom.us/j/97779453314?pwd=VVB1VWF5ZUd0UGU1ZXQ5UGVxb0tXQT09
	Sept 6
	A “Flood” of Information
	On August 6, a water main break turned UCE into a real-life version of “A River Runs Through It”. While the damage is extensive, there’s also much to be grateful for. Come and celebrate what didn’t go wrong and what went right very quickly, and hear what remains to be done. Andrew will walk us through the details with his talk and slides.
	Leader: Andrew Mills

	Sept 13
	Ingathering
	The Ingathering calls us back from the winds and tides of our summer, inviting us to renew our mindfulness of how we find, create, and centre ourselves in our community and sacred places. It is a time to celebrate the community we are, and the new church year we will build together. A pebble ceremony will guide our reflection on the foundation and building blocks we can put into service. Bring stories to share as we reunite to begin the year anew.
	Leaders:  Ilara Stefaniuk-Gaudet, John Turvey

	SECOND SUNDAY
	POTLUCKS WILL
	RETURN IN
	OCTOBER
	Sept 20
	Truth and Reconciliation: A Conversation with Lewis Cardinal
	We are very honoured to welcome back Lewis Cardinal for another illuminating conversation on Truth and Reconciliation. Join Ilara Stefaniuk-Gaudet (they/them) in a conversation with Lewis that will leave you feeling inspired and ready for action.
	Leader: Ilara Stefaniuk-Gaudet

	Sept 27
	Beginnings
	“Beginnings” features the exciting debut of the UCE House Band. Join in a musical exploration of the power, potential, and promise that each fresh beginning can unlock. We’ll allow healing lyrics of forgiveness to help shed past burdens, and reaffirm our cherished Unitarian principles that guide us in right actions of the moment. Energized by song, emboldened by courage and intention, we will seek a healthful, fulfilling, and spiritually rewarding future for ourselves and our beloved community.
	Leader: John Turvey



	President’s Ponderings:

	Testing Our Resilience
	UCE After the Flood:
	Progress and Plans
	Donations needed

	Flooded Sanctuary
	Dried Sanctuary
	Keeler Hall  Storage
	Flooded Open Doors
	Dried Open Doors
	Ministerial Search Update
	Search Team Members Confirmed
	We Need Your Input - Congregational Conversation on Sept. 20


	UCE's march in the Pride Parade was a success. We marched with Westwood Unitarians—seasoned members, newcomers, and curious passersby—sharing smiles under a breezy, overcast sky. Many admired Susan Ruttan’s sign about Edmonton Unitarians starting gay weddings in 1973 and our three banners; thank you to everyone who joined and helped make it happen.
	Declan Kiely
	In Honour of Starr Curry and Her Bequest to the Endowment Fund

	Chorealis
	New season of singing begins Sept. 10
	Weekly rehearsals at UCE
	Thursdays, 7-8:30 p.m.
	Strong communities are born out of
	individuals being their best selves
	New UCE Website Coming Soon


	Soul Matters
	COME JOIN US FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF SMALL GROUPS THIS OCTOBER!
	How do I join?


	Want to Go for a Walk?
	Or, Join Us for a Beverage!
	Good news!
	UUs on Tap
	will resume on Wednesday,
	Sept. 23, 6pm

	Civic Academy on Referendum Questions
	The Greater Edmonton Alliance (GEA) is hosting a variety of “civic academies” on the Alberta referendum questions. Civic academies are described as “town hall-style events aimed at developing civic education on an issue, build relationships, and listen for stories of pressures in peoples' lives while encouraging public action.” A Downtown Edmonton civic academy will be focused on the referendum questions about immigration.
	“The Referendum questions would have us believe the main issues in Albertans' lives are immigrants and Ottawa. The Greater Edmonton Alliance is running a listening campaign aimed at understanding the deeper issues in our lives and building relationships to act for equity, dignity, and the common good of all.”
	Our church is a member of the GEA, and we are invited to attend. The event will be held Tuesday, September 15, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., at the Central Lions Centre, 11113-113 Street. For more information and to register, go to
	Youhttps://www.greateredmontonalliance.org/dt_ed_civic_academy

	Want to Do Your Research at Home First?
	October 19 is a critically important day in Alberta. Albertans will vote on 10 referendum questions, including a question on whether Alberta should remain in Canada or begin the process for a binding vote on separation from Canada. There’s a lot of misleading information and unfounded speculation about what many of the questions mean, especially those around separation.
	Here is some unbiased information that may help you decide how to vote. Attached is a link to the Before You Vote website. Please take the time to scan through the articles and to share the link to the website with your personal networks, friends and family members. Thank you, Carol Hutcings

	Right Relations Reflections
	"We can wake in awe and wonder and give our breath freely for all that never bothers to ask if it can take it away, we can chase light and miracles, hiding in so many unassuming places, we can respect two words like a mantra, no matter what comes: Thank you.
	Thank you for the starlight that shines inside us, thank you for the moonlight above.
	Thank you. In an eternity of darkness, this half blink, this momentary blast of colour and light, is so much more than enough."
	https://www.uce.ca/healthy-relations-policies/


	Pastoral Care:
	Come Join Us!
	The Pastoral Care Team could use some some volunteers to act as connectors for any of the following:
	Transporter
	Nourisher
	Visitor
	Handihelps
	Contact your Caring Connections Dispatcher Gloria Krenbrenk at 780-668-9166 gkrenbrenk@gmail.com or use the Pastoral Care request form on the UCE website.
	“I acted and, behold, service was joy”
	Could You Use Some Help?
	If you're going through a tough time or just need someone to talk to, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We're here to support you with care, a listening ear or a ride — whatever you need. You’re not alone, and we’d be honored to walk alongside you!
	Contact Gloria Krenbrenk our Caring Connections Dispatcher at 780-668-9166 or at ucecares@uce.com.
	To contact the whole team anytime, there is an easy way to do this. Simply go to our website,  https://www.uce.ca/contact-us/ and click on the pastoral care link.
	Carol Hutchings, Alec Moorji and Gloria Krenbrenk

	Rising Together: Unitarian Universalists of Colour
	Introduction to Sociocracy for Unitarian Universalists

	Shared Power, Shared Purpose: An Introduction to Sociocracy for UUs
	Dismantling Barriers: Closing Ritual – Moving Forward with the 8th Principle
	https://cuc.ca/events/dismantling-barriers-closing-ritual/1790276400/1790281800/
	Saturday, Sept 26 | 11 am MT


	Remembering the Rev. Fred Cappuccino
	In the Community
	Shaping Our CommUUnity
	Vision:
	We open doors to all seekers of spiritual growth and nurture positive change for a just and healthy world.
	Mission:
	UCE Mission is to inspire social justice by questioning the status quo, engaging community and inviting all to the table.
	We do this by providing an intentionally inclusive home to:
	nurture spiritual growth and transformation
	foster learning opportunities and outreach experiences
	welcome all age groups
	support action for social justice
	be guided by the principles and sources of Unitarian Universalism

	UCE  Covenant of Right Relations:
	With love as our guide, we pledge to create a beloved community of peace and compassion. We trust our ability to work through conflict. As members and friends of UCE, we agree to:


	The Principles and Sources of our Religious Faith
	Our Eight Principles
	Our Six Sources
	Please enjoy watching recordings of our Sunday Services again on YouTube or listen as a Podcast on SoundCloud. Just click on the link and don’t forget to subscribe while you are there.
	Join us in conversation on Social Media


	Hearing Assistance Available at In-Person Services
	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY
	4
	10 am
	Walking Group
	6
	10:30 am Service
	9
	5:00 pm
	Rising Together
	10
	7 pm Chorealis Rehearsal
	11
	10 am
	Walking Group
	13
	10:30 am Service
	15
	7 pm
	GEA Civic Acadmey @ Central Lions Centre
	16
	7:15 pm
	Board Meeting (on Zoom)
	17
	7 pm Chorealis Rehearsal
	18
	10 am
	Walking Group
	20
	10:30 am Service
	Congregational Conversation
	after the service
	22
	5:30 pm
	Into to Sociocracy
	23
	6 pm
	UUs on Tap @ Teddy’s
	24
	5 pm
	Dismantling Barriers
	7 pm Chorealis Rehearsal
	25
	10 am
	Walking Group
	26
	11 am
	UU Ecosystem Project
	27
	10:30 am Service
	30
	Office Closed
	National Day for Truth & Reconciliation
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