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Land Acknowledgement
In accordance with our
principles, we acknowledge
with gratitude that we gather
on traditional Cree lands that
are part of Treaty Six and
shared by many nations.
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A treaty is an inheritance, a responsibility and a
relationship. May we be good neighbours to one
another, good stewards to our planet and good
ancestors to our children.

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  M O N T H  O F  C H O O S I N G  H O P E

December Small Group Package:
CLICK HERE
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kUDtw1W2mjFMPYmQlEPfdkgi-yRLSAsY/view?usp=drive_link


December Services, 10:30 am 

https://zoom.us/j/97779453314?
pwd=VVB1VWF5ZUd0UGU1ZXQ5UG

Vxb0tXQT09

We look forward to seeing
you all on Zoom from the
comfort of your own environs. 
Please use this link:

Dec 7
Carols and Lessons

Chorealis

Get your holiday spirit in gear
with songs and readings from
Chorealis. You’re invited to
share in seasonal songs
(one’s a world premiere!),
heartfelt readings and the
warmth of community on this
winter morn.

Dec 14
Offering Hope and Warmth: 

Mitten Tree Service

Rev. Morrison

Each year we bring our
gifts of warmth and hope
to decorate our Mitten
Tree. Please come to this
service to be inspired by
generosity, hope, and
love. Don't forget to
bring your warm woolie
gifts! 

Wednesday
Dec 17 @ 7 pm

Blue Christmas
Christmas time is not always
sparkly and joyful. We gather to
remember and comfort one
another. We know that sharing
with one another and caring for
each other lightens our burdens
and helps to manage this time of
the year. Join with us as we
nurture our hearts and spirits.  
Let’s gather after the service to
share some appetizers and good
company.
 (in person only)

Dec 21 Rev. Morrison

Rev. Morrison

Bringing in the Light: 
Hope after the Darkness

Please join Rev. Rosemary and Ilara
Stefaniuk-Gaudet for the family
friendly solstice service. The darkest
part of the year is now behind us, the
waxing sun is greeting us. Let's
celebrate the return of the light with
Christmas right around the corner. 

Wednesday
Dec 24 @ 7 pm

Rev. Kiely

The Hope of Christmas

Dec 28

Please join Rev. Brian Kiely,
our Minister Emeritus for a
quiet, reflective Christmas
Eve service.  Our service will
be followed by Christmas
baking and apple cider.
Please bring a plate of your
favourites to share.

John Pater
Reflections on 2025

Join John Pater in a meaningful
service where we’ll look back at the
defining stories of our lives in 2025.
Together, we’ll share the personal
milestones, the cultural touchstones—
books, films, music—and the news
events that shaped us over the past
year. It’s a chance to honor what
we’ve lived, learned, and carried
forward into this new year.
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Personally, I can’t believe it’s December already. The year seems to
have flown by, and suddenly we find ourselves surrounded by twinkly
lights, staff parties, warm and cozy evenings at home, and plenty of
entertaining. December always carries a special kind of magic. Across
cultures and traditions, it has long been a season of hope.

Here in the northern hemisphere, the days grow shorter and darker
until we reach the winter solstice on December 21st—the longest
night of the year. Before science explained the tilt of the Earth and its
orbit around the sun, people created rituals to encourage the return
of the light. They lit fires, sang songs, and gathered together,
believing their actions could help coax the sun back. And when the
light did return, they celebrated joyfully, grateful for renewal and the
promise of brighter days ahead.

Today, we understand the science, but the symbolism remains
powerful. The waning and waxing of light reminds us that even in the
darkest times, there is always the possibility of renewal. December
invites us to pause, reflect, and hold onto hope. That hope may take
many forms—a long-awaited visit from a family member, the joy of
giving or receiving a meaningful gift, or simply the quiet comfort of
knowing we’ve made it through another year.

As we gather with colleagues, friends, and loved ones, we are
reminded that hope is not just about light returning to the sky—it’s
about the warmth we create together. It’s about resilience, gratitude,
and the belief that tomorrow can be brighter than today.

So as we close out this year, may we carry forward the spirit of
December: a season of light, of hope, and of joyful anticipation for
what lies ahead.

In peace, 
Rev. Rosemary 

M i n i s t e r ’ s  
D e c e m b e r  
R e f l e c t i o n

Hope has holes in its pockets. It leaves
little crumb trails so that we, when
anxious, can follow it. Hope's secret: it
doesn't know the destination- it knows
only that all roads begin with one foot in
front of the other.
Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer

3 of 19



Greater Edmonton Alliance for the Common Good (GEA)
The board has approved UCE membership in GEA. Some of you may recall meeting
Juan Vargas, the guest speaker at the September 21 service. Juan is a driving force
behind a revitalized GEA, which was in hiatus for a number of years. The Alliance is
now moving forward “to build a strong, just and sustainable Edmonton metropolitan
region.”

 The foundations of Alliance work are relationship building and leadership skills
development. These foundations are the basis of collective action for the greater
good. Representatives from labour unions, other religious organizations and social
support groups are currently members. Workshops offering training in leadership
and community organizing will be offered several times a year, which UCE members
and friends will be invited to attend. I attended an introductory workshop in
October, which was informative and engaging. Social justice has long been
recognized as a UU value. GEA collaboration is another opportunity to join with the
UCE’s Social Action Team to strengthen our presence in that way.

BOARD BOARD 
business by Lynne Turvey, President

Your Board of Trustees is taking a major step toward planning for the future of UCE.
The world has changed, the province and city have changed, and UCE has changed,
too, since our last strategic plan was completed in 2016. It’s time to take stock of
where we are and where we want to go as a congregational community. To that end,
the Governance Advisory Team (GAT), at the board’s request and with its active
support, has launched a project to develop a new strategic plan. You will learn more
about this soon. 

Considering Our Future 

AWARE and Education4All
A different opportunity for UCE’ers to support social justice action occurred at the
November 9 service, when the Executive Director of the Alberta Workers Association
for Research and Education (AWARE) spoke about the plight of children whose
parents are of undocumented immigration status. Alberta Education does not
provide funding for these students to attend school. Congregants were invited to
sign a petition to the Alberta government to change the Education Act to allow equal
access to education.

Later, at its November 19 meeting, the board approved a request form AWARE to
provide rent-free access to our classrooms for a few hours on Saturday afternoons
to support learning opportunities for up to 18 children and youth who can’t attend
school. AWARE is still in the planning phase of this project but hopes to bring it to
life soon.
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1 for $10
4 for $20
20 for $50
100 for $100

DON’T MISS OUT ON YOUR‌

CHANCE‌

TO WIN!‌

Please help spread the word by sharing UCE’s
Facebook and Instagram posts with friends and
family. 

Ticket sales will end on January 4 and the winner will
be announced at the service on January 11. 

Wouldn’t
that be
handy
after the
holidays!

https://www.rafflebox
.ca/raffle/ucoe

License # AGLC 752505

Get your
50/50 raff le
now and you
could win up
to $1 0,0 0 0.
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To answer “What’s next?” the board has asked the Governance Advisory
Team (GAT) to update our strategic plan, last completed in 2016. GAT will
review previously collected feedback, look at broader trends, and ask for
your input. We’ll be considering every facet of what we do: operations,
programming, staffing, outreach. 
 
This is an exciting chance to shape our future. Look to the newsletter,
Friday emails, and our website for updates and ways to participate.
 
If you have questions or suggestions, contact any GAT member: Louise
Charach, Karen Mills, Brandie Moller-Reid, or Lynne Turvey.

December Sharing Our Abundance:
Minister’s Discretionary Fund

This month, we will be  Sharing Our Abundance with the Minister’s
Discretionary Fund. This vital fund offers confidential support to
individuals and families experiencing urgent financial hardship—
whether for food, shelter, or safety.

Your generosity ensures that congregants and community members in
crisis receive the care and assistance they need, right when they need
it most.

💜 Thank you for continuing to give with compassion and open hearts.
Rev. Rosemary Morrison

We have Rev. Rosemary, sufficient pledges, rental income, and
dedicated volunteers—but these may change. 
Our values, ideas and community could benefit more people, yet
awareness is limited. 
There are plenty of ideas, but what’s the plan? 

WHAT’S
NEXT?
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SUNSHINE‌
souls‌

Please keep sharing your
generous heart without fear.

There are many people out there
who rely on the magic you create
and the kindness you spread.

You never know who needs to be
touched by a heart like yours, so
please keep spreading your light.

This is a little reminder that the
light you bring to the world is
needed so much more in times of
darkness

https://www.uce.ca/healthy-
relations-policies/
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Need a Calendar?
If you’re like me, you’ve enjoyed picking up an
Edmonton Interfaith Calendar each year from Rev.
Audrey Brooks. While Audrey isn’t able to continue
offering this wonderful service, the good news is that
calendars are still available directly through the
Edmonton Interfaith Centre’s website:
https://www.edminterfaithcentre.ca/
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The  walking group is continuing as weather
permits, every Friday morning. We mostly do
"out and back" walks and separate into
faster and slower walkers, so you can walk
at your own pace and distance. Contact Jon
Littlefield at jon.littlefield@yahoo.com to be
added to the email list. 

Want to Go for a Walk?
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Yule Ritual: The Spirit of Solstice
You are warmly invited to join the
UCE Pagan Chalice Circle on this
longest night of the year as we
celebrate the winter solstice
together. We will share laughter and
fellowship, give thanks to the Earth
Goddess who sustains us through
the darkness and cold, and prepare
gifts for the many small creatures
who, like us, await the return of the
sun. Everyone is welcome.
Saturday Dec 19 @ 7pm

Three choirs will be bringing the festive cheer at EVM's annual
holiday event. Harmonia, the choir of Westwood Unitarian
Community, joins EVM and Chorealis, the choir of the Unitarian
Church of Edmonton, to premiere a new piece written for EVM by
Gordon Ritchie, the co-director of Chorealis, "Happy, Jolly, & Gay."

Hosted by Kristy Harcourt the evening will feature performances by
each choir, carol singing, refreshments, and "Carols for a Cause" with
proceeds directed to organizations that work with Trans youth.
Free admission to this family friendly event.

Monday, Dec 8 @ UCE
7:00 PM, FREE Admission

Happy & Jolly & Gay
Edmonton Vocal Minority

Chorealis
Harmonia
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CLICK
 HERE

The Soul Matters Small Groups Program is a

small, welcoming group that meets

monthly for two hours to explore life, faith,

and meaning. Each session centers on a

monthly theme, with spiritual practices,

reflection questions, and resources that

inspire growth and deepen everyday faith.

In Person Group Coordinator: Pauline

Online Group Coordinator: Ilara

paulinematwood@gmail.com

missg.alias11@gmail.com

Soul Matters 
Question:

or 780-297-0522 The in-person
group meets the last Sunday of the
month after Sunday service

If you could magically
infect someone with
hope, who would it be
and why?

FOR DECEMBER’S

SMALL GROUP

PACKAGE:

Last movie of the year!

Movie Night

will feature:

The Dark Crystal 

Dec. 26 @ 6 pm
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Protect Human Rights! Dec 7 
- Right After the Service

How can simply writing a letter,
sending an email, tweeting or
posting on social media make a
difference for a person suffering
from persecution?  

Dec 7th, starting at 10 AM in the foyer and continuing after the church
service, we’ll be holding our UCE writing bee to mark Human Rights Day
(December 10). UCE has been organizing this event annually for many
years, because it is a simple way to act out some of the UU principles,
and several churches across Canada do similar events.

 Stop by to see information on the 8 “cases” selected by Amnesty
International as part of 2025 Write for Rights. Eight different countries
and situations. There's bound to be one issue (or more) that speaks to
you.  

 We will have sample letters and will supply everything you need to write
a letter (even inspiration!).  If letter-writing doesn’t appeal, we can
provide lots of content for you to amplify through your social media
accounts.

 You don’t have to wait till Dec 7th--- the campaign materials are already
out and it runs till January.  For more info and a sneak peek at the 8
“cases”:  Write for Rights | Amnesty International Canada

---Marilyn Gaa & Ruth Merriott
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TRANS SPACES OF SAFETY &
BELONGING: TRANSFORMING

HEARTS COLLECTIVE 

HTTPS://CUC.CA/EVENTS/TRANSFORMING-
HEARTS-1/1764702000/1764707400/

3-SESSION PROGRAM
DEC 2 | DEC 4 | DEC 9

At a time when anti-trans legislation and hostility
are on the rise, how do we live into our principles
and values of worth, dignity and inclusion? Many

have asked, “what can we do?”

CUC December EVENTS
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Pastoral Care: 
Come Join Us!

If you're going through a tough time or just need someone to talk to,
please don’t hesitate to reach out. We're here to support you with
care, a listening ear or a ride — whatever you need. You’re not alone,
and we’d be honored to walk alongside you!

Contact Gloria Krenbrenk our Caring Connections Dispatcher at
780-668-9166 or at ucecares@uce.com.  

To contact the whole team anytime, there is an easy way to do this.
Simply go to our website,  https://www.uce.ca/contact-us/ and click
on the pastoral care link. 

Rev. Rosemary, Carol Hutchings, Alec Moorji and Gloria
Krenbrenk

“I acted and, behold, service was joy”
Rabindranath Tagore 

The Pastoral Care Team could use some some volunteers
to act as connectors for any of the following:

Transporter
Nourisher
Visitor
Handihelps

Contact your Caring Connections Dispatcher Gloria
Krenbrenk at 780-668-9166 gkrenbrenk@gmail.com or
use the Pastoral Care request form on the UCE website. 

Could You Use Some Help?
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UCE Mission is to inspire social justice by questioning the status quo,
engaging community and inviting all to the table.

We do this by providing an intentionally inclusive home to:
nurture spiritual growth and transformation
foster learning opportunities and outreach experiences
welcome all age groups
support action for social justice
be guided by the principles and sources of Unitarian Universalism

Shaping Our CommUUnity 

We open doors to all
seekers of spiritual
growth and nurture
positive change for a just
and healthy world.

Vision: 

Mission: 

With love as our guide, we pledge to create a beloved community of
peace and compassion. We trust our ability to work through conflict. As
members and friends of UCE, we agree to:

Honour and respect diversity in values and beliefs as a source of
communal strength
Be truthful, kind and open minded
Assume good intent and goodwill
Listen with open hearts and speak with care even when it is
uncomfortable
Talk to, not about, others
Accept responsibility for our individual acts
Address conflict promptly and ask for help when conflict is too
difficult
Be steadfast in support of our community in times of disagreement
Share the ministry of the congregation through our gifts of time,
talent and money
Express encouragement and appreciation for the gifts of others

UCE  Covenant of Right Relations: 
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UU congregations affirm and promote eight principles, which we hold as
strong values and moral guides. As Rev. Barbara Wells ten Hove explains,
“The principles are not dogma or doctrine, but rather a guide for those of us
who choose to join and participate in UU religious communities.” 

Our Eight Principles
The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;
Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in
our congregations;
A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within
our congregations and in society at large;
The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a
part.
Individual and communal action that accountably dismantles racism
and systemic barriers to full inclusion in ourselves and our institutions.

Our Six Sources 
Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in
all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness
to the forces which create and uphold life;
Words and deeds of prophetic people which challenge us to confront
powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the
transforming power of love;
Wisdom from the world’s religions which inspires us in our ethical and
spiritual life;
Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God’s love by
loving our neighbours as ourselves;
Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason
and the results of science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind
and spirit;
Spiritual teachings of Earth-centred traditions which celebrate the
sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms
of nature.

The Principles and Sources of our Religious Faith
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Please enjoy watching recordings of our Sunday Services again on
YouTube or listen as a Podcast on SoundCloud. Just click on the link and
don’t forget to subscribe while you are there. 

Join us in conversation on Social Media
·Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/41659071349/ 
·Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/UnitarianChurch/ 
·YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmpm5DXHKM7pRnnzcC75txQ 
·SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-189401827 
·Twitter: https://twitter.com/UnitarianUCE 
·Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/unitarianuce/ 

Please make sure that you continue to update your Zoom account. Zoom regularly
updates to release new features and fix bugs. We recommend upgrading to the latest
version once it is available. How to update Zoom: https://support.zoom.us

Listen Wi-Fi is a service to replace our aging FM radios. 

First time user
Step 1: Connect to UCE wifi on your mobile device 

In WiFi settings select UCE
Type in Password:

Step 2: Download Listen WiFi App (from app store)
Step 3: Tap on Listen WiFi app on your device
Step 4: Select venue - UCE
Step 5: Adjust volume on your device

Returning user
Step 1: Connect to UCE wifi on your mobile device 

In WiFi settings select UCE 
Type in password if it has not been saved

Step 2: Tap on the Listen WiFi app
Step 3: Select venue - UCE
Step 4: Adjust volume on your device

Listen Everywhere Renamed Listen Wi-Fi
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UCE Board boad@uce.ca

President Lynne Turvey

Vice President Sue Lynch

Treasurer, 
Finance Ctte Chair Andrew Mills, andrew@misc.ca

Trustees Gerard Hayduk, Wendy Smith and Declan Kiely

Minister Rev. Rosemary Morrison, rmorrison@uuma.org

Church Office Janet Polkovsky, chadmin@uce.ca

Head Teller David Rae

Chorealis Choir Gordon Ritchie, Karen Mills

Building and Grounds Alan Boyle

THE EDMONTON UNITARIAN IS
PUBLISHED MONTHLY 
by the Unitarian Church of
Edmonton Volume 67 No. 11
10804 - 119 Street NW, Edmonton,
AB T5H 3P2

E-Mail: chadmin@uce.ca
Website: https://www.uce.ca

PEOPLE FINDER

Closed‌
the office will be

for the holidays
In true UU fashion—where all traditions get a candle and even
photocopiers have dignity—our office is taking a holiday pause.
We’ll be closed from December 24 to January 5, returning on the 6
with fresh coffee, possibly leftover fruitcake (because even fruitcakes
deserve radical hospitality) and renewed spirit.

th

May your season be merry, bright, and free of tangled lights.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7
10:30 am
Service

8 9 10 11 12 13

14
10:30 am
Service

15 16 17
7 pm
Blue Christmas

18 19
7 pm 
Solstice
Ritual

20

21
10:30 am
Service

22 23 24
7 pm
Christmas Eve

25
1 pm Start
Open House

26
6 pm
Soul Matters 
Movie Night

27

28
10:30 am
Service

29 30 31

December
U C E  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
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