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May Theme: “What does it mean to be a people of curiosity?”

May 5

“Questioning Our Way to a Better World”

Chorealis

Curiosity makes us ask questions. Whether deeply personal or expansively global, our questions can be the
catalysts to a better version of ourselves, our communities or our world.

May 12

“Where Do I Come From”

Rev. Brian J. Kiely, All Ages

A Mother’s Day service that looks at our basic curiosity about our origins as children and then as more thoughtful
adults. Guest Musician: Maria Jenkins

May 19

“Divine Curiosity”

Rev. Brian J. Kiely

Many people have made their way to Unitarian ism because they were dissatisfied when given pat answers about
the existence and nature of God. But many of us are still curious. Is there a concept of the divine we can support?

May 26

“And in the Future”

Rev. Brian J. Kiely

My favourite question has long been “What’s next?” Where do we go from here? How do we set a course for
sailing into the future?

*When you click on the underlined titles you will be taken to the “Facebook event” and be able to
receive current updates. Please try to mark yourself “interested” or “going” to all the events.

Curious about June’s Services?
Sunday June 2: Flower Communion and New Members Service All new UCE members are encouraged to attend
and participate
Sunday June 9: Youth Led Pride Service - The Pride Parade may not be a go this year but we still have Pride.
Make sure you read next month's newsletter for more details.

MINISTERIAL MUSINGS
Excerpted from my annual report
The obvious central news of the year for me was the announcement of my 2020
retirement. It was a big decision, one a couple of years in the making. I want to
thank the Board for their good faith negotiations around timing and other details. I
also want to thank so many of you for your kind wishes and expressions of regret. It’s
nice to know that my work had value for many of you. Throughout my career here I
have been blessed to work with Boards of good and caring people. This year’s has
been one of the very best. I have strong and optimistic feeling for the future of UCE
as you begin this transition time. This church has always known how to manage its own affairs. Perhaps my
biggest accomplishment was not interfering with that.
At the end of March, I attended a four day workshop for UU ministers contemplating retirement. It was entitled
Leaving well, Ending Strong. It was time very well spent. One of the most important realizations I had was that,
with my announcement, I have begun a kind of unofficial Interim ministry. Instead of thinking ahead with the
congregational leadership, my immediate task is to try and tidy up before I go, to tie up loose ends and leave my
successor few things to undo.
To that end we recently held a very productive conversation about worship with 15 people. Helping the
congregation rebuild and reorganize its worship planning and production teams is a key task for this Spring and
Fall. A secondary task will be to assist in strengthening our pastoral care efforts so that community is well
organized to care for its members and friends and going forward. Add to that the provision of the normal day to
day ministerial services and my final nine months seem to have clear direction. It is my intention to leave well and
end strong. It’s the best way for me to say thank you for over two decades of a career.
See you in church
Brian

WORSHIP ASSOCIATES PROGRAM
With Brian retiring in January 2020, UCE will be planning and managing its own services from February 1,
through at least the end of August next year. In order to maintain a high quality of services we are
organizing a Worship Associates Program. The scope of this team will include:
developing ideas for services that reflect the diversity of interests in the congregation
organizing guest speakers for some services in this period
service leading
choosing readings, music and other service elements
The best results come from a larger team. Some will want to lead, but others will just want to be part of
the ideas and planning. There is room for everyone. There will be training sessions and an opportunity
to work planning services with Brian through the Fall.
There will be a planning workshop following the Sunday, May 26th service at noon in the Sanctuary.
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BOARD UPDATE
Your UCE Board met on April 10, 2019 and continued preparations for our Annual General Meeting scheduled for
May 5, 2019, when the congregation makes the decisions. The next board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
May 15, 2019 at 7:15. If you wish to speak on a particular topic, kindly contact the President one week prior to the
meeting.

CHURCH EVENTS
UCE ANNUAL MAMMOTH GARAGE SALE
Friday May 3rd, 8 am - 6 pm
Saturday May 4th, 8 am - 4 pm
We need good saleable items such as books, CDs, furniture, toys,
jewelry, pictures, linens, collectibles, household items, etc.
(Please no clothes, no old TVs, no computers, no mattresses)
Please help with this major UCE fundraiser.
There are signups on the credenza in the lounge to help with setting
up as well as running the sale and then cleanup after.
Please invite your friends and family https://www.facebook.com/events/538846256523608/

UCE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
– A Time to Celebrate Us
UCE is humming with activities and ideas. It’s time to celebrate that and plan for more at our AGM on
Sunday, May 5 at 11:45 am. At the meeting, we will:
hear about the work of staff and committees
decide how we want to allocate our budget
elect new members to the Board, the nominating and ministerial relations committees
The decisions from this meeting will affect all of us, so it would be great to have all voices included in the
discussions and decision making.
Everyone is encouraged to attend, and anyone who has been a member for 60 days may vote. A light
lunch and childcare will be available.
If you have any questions about the annual general meeting, please speak to a board member.
See you on Sunday, May 5!
If you would like to examine the proposed budget, committee reports, and the committee and board
nominees, please visit: http://www.uce.ca/agm-agenda-and-items-2019/
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The UCE annual congregational dinner is on Saturday, May 11.
This year we take a trip down the rabbit hole to a wonderland.
There may be mad hatters or white rabbits, and there will definitely be tarts!
We are looking forward to a delicious dinner, prizes for best costume(s), games,
dancing, and the winner of the W.H. Alexander Award.
Everyone is welcome – all ages and the newest of the new to the most seasoned UCE
goer.
Tickets available following all April services and at Chorealis practices.
Tickets:
Adults - $15 early bird (April), $20 in May
Ages 13-18 - $10, Ages 4-12 - $6, Ages 3 and under – free
* Cash Bar
* There will be no reserving tickets this year
Make sure you brush up on your Alice in Wonderland trivia!
See you there!

UU HISTORY VIDEOS: "LONG STRANGE TRIP”
We now own a series of videos called “Long Strange Trip” looking at the history of Unitarian
Universalism. Brian will screen two of the hour long pieces, one on May 12th. Part 1 is entitled
“In the Beginning…” about the ancient roots of Unitarianism and Universalism during the birth
of Christianity. The second is called “The Birth of Unitarianism” about our institutional origins
during the Reformation. Bring a lunch if you like.

RELIGION ON TAP
Religion on Tap is our monthly social/theological chat. It will be Tuesday, May 28th at 7 p.m. at Metro
Billiards, 10250 106 Street at 7 p.m. These are informal gatherings where we socialize (anywhere from
3 to about 15 people) and have a religiously themed discussion that runs from 5 minutes to an hour
depending on interest. Brian Kiely leads and all are welcome. Everyone (over 18) is welcome.

SUMMER SERVICES AT UCE
Every summer, we open up opportunities for members and friends of the Unitarian Church of Edmonton to lead
Sunday church services. We need to fill about ten services in July and August. A service leader guide is provided to
help you with all the core elements of a typical church service, but the topic and theme of the service is yours to
choose and develop. Contact John Pater, johncpater@gmail.com or 780-619-6843, to sign up for one of the
summer services; please provide your preferred date(s).
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UCE WALKING GROUP SCHEDULE
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

Help with Garage Sale
St. Albert (lunch at seniors’ centre)
Laurier Park (lunch at zoo)
Highland Golf Club
Riverside Golf Club

Walkers carpool from church, leaving at 10:00 am, or meet at the walk site at 10:20 am. There are often changes
to the schedule so if you are not on the email list please call Sheila, 780-454-7581 the day before to confirm the
walk.

HEART TO HEART
Watch this column for details of a couple of forthcoming weddings, names of newborn babies, and life changes for
members of our congregation. Contact Rev. Audrey if you have information to share in Heart to
Heart. audbrook@telusplanet.net
So many changes happening in our church, a reminder to support our beloved community by actively listening
to each other. We have many opinions and concerns that need to be heard. Come to the UCE AGM to participate
whether we are new to the church or members of many years.
On March 31, Annabelle Bourgoin died at the age of 83. Annabelle was a teacher and librarian for the
Edmonton Public School Board for over 35 years, as well as being an avid reader, knitter, puzzler and gardener.
Her memorial will be held at UCE on May 19, at 2 p.m.
On Thursday, April 11, Julia Mills, beloved mother of Andrew Mills died. A gifted musician who played both
organ and piano, a director in many churches, and a positive, happy presence in the world. Her Memorial service
will be held in Ottawa on Saturday, June 29. In lieu of flowers, Donations may be sent to the Alzheimer Society of
Canada.
On April 13, at the age of 91, Marnie Sproule, beloved mother of John Sproule died. Marnie was a graduate in
Art History, she was an accomplished potter, all over of gardens, books, photography and walking. She devoted
her life to the passions of her children and to her many relationships. Marnie was a woman of tremendous grace
and strength. Her memorial will be held on June 7, 2019, at the Unitarian Church of Edmonton. Memorial
Donations can be made to a charity one is passionate about.
Hal Simons, brother of Morris Simons, a member of this church, died on the 10th of April. Hal was dedicated to
his family, also played piano and often sang at Rosedale Manor. We send condolences to his family.
Louise Charach is having lung surgery on May 2. She is very optimistic about this procedure, and thanks all of us
from the bottom of her heart for our support.
Brian Kiely had a successful pacemaker implant last week, and is feeling like his old self. Sending best wishes
from our congregation, Brian!
On Sunday, April 21, the youth of UCE led the service on “Wholeness” given by Rev. Brian Kiely. It is a credit to
Will Adair, Maria Jenkins, Erica DeNeve and volunteers of the Religious Explorations team that our youth are
taking their place in church services, as they grow in potential at UCE. Congratulations to Violet Slevin, Lily Kiely,
Ayla White, Alex DeNeve, Na Harder and Elora Kiely, future leaders whose talents we support.

“Our Mission is love, our race is humanity and our faith is in each other”, Rev. Audrey Brooks
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SHARING OUR ABUNDANCE
In May, the UCE will share with Youth Empowerment and Support Services,
Edmonton has been providing support, programs, housing and resources to
youth who are lost, abandoned without a place to turn for over 35 years.
Over 60,000 meals are served annually to this high needs group. YESS needs
6 million annually to stay up and running and one half of that amount comes
from donations.

FRIDAY MAY 3 UCE WILL BE AT QUEER PROM!
Dragging Youth and UCE will be sharing an information table at Queer Prom. The Youth have
already been making buttons and Shrinky Dinks charms and more to give away at Prom. Watch
for people wearing the newly created UCE art.
You can sign up to help the good people organizing Queer Prom too:
https://volunteersignup.org/K8M44?fbclid=IwAR0wDRIAawq0RGfvX3WCoSx4w502vEIv9LcXkYMaCo7Cfq1WyWJ3
WqgOqoM More info on prom: https://www.facebook.com/events/656280241492165/

April’s Activities of the Social Justice Working Group
The social justice crew has been busy this month planning for our upcoming service on April 28 to welcome the
new Aboriginal Spirituality banner. This event will begin with a pipe ceremony in the park at 9:00am, and will be
followed by a Soup Sunday feast. Everyone is welcome to this important service.
March 31 marked Transgender Day of Visibility. Members of our congregation made signs supporting our Trans
friends and posed for pictures with them following the service. Special thanks to our UU youth for embracing this
celebration!
Social Justice has now taken over administering the Food Bank program. We’re looking for volunteers; the
commitment is for 90 minutes on any Wednesday night. This is a perfect opportunity, especially, for parents to
encourage their kids to participate in community service. There is a sign-up sheet in the church lobby, or you can
just drop in.
Thanks to your generous donations, we continue to cook for the SMILE Sidewalk Parties outside Hope Mission on
Sunday nights. We are able to bring soups, hot casseroles, cookies and muffins to share with our friends
downtown.
The UCE Social Justice committee meets on the 2nd Sunday of each month following the service. Everyone is
welcome to attend a meeting, see what we’re up to and join in the fun!
Submitted by Ali Hammington

Want to see more pictures and videos?
Don’t want to miss out on news and events?
You can keep up with upcoming events and past events
plus listen to past Sunday services on our Social Media Pages.
Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/41659071349/
Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/UnitarianChurch/
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/user/EdmUnitarian
Twitter - https://twitter.com/UnitarianUCE
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/unitarianuce/
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATES

Volunteer to be second in the Sunday Religious Exploration Classes. (The CUC safe practices states that
there should always be two adults with any group of children or youth) Come make a difference! Now
using SignUp Genius check out the link below.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4DA9AB2CA4F58-reclassroom1
Classroom Snacks

Snacks can be simple things like carrot and celery sticks or assorted fruit and maybe some kind of nosugar juice. Things to stay away are sugary or really processed food like cookies or chips. Also for allergy
alert we ask for things with gluten, nuts, and dairy to be avoided or kept separately and labelled. If you
would like to contribute but may not be able to bring a snack on one particular day you could give us a
small cash donation and we can use it to up the stuff for snack. Please use the Signup Genius link to sign
up for this as well. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4DA9AB2CA4F58-reclassroom1
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Camping in Drumheller August with the Calgary Unitarians
The Calgary Unitarians have invited us and Westwood to join them in Drumheller on the weekend of
Aug. 16th to 18th at the River Grove Campground for their Family Campout. They have a few events
planned and lots of free time with chances to meet new peoples and get to know each other. For more
information you can reach me by email at ucekids@uce.ca or by phone at 780-454-5816.

Culture Camp at Bent Arrow Traditional Healing Society
Bent Arrow Traditional Healing Society will hold its third annual “Culture Camp” May 2-5,
2019, at 11648-85 Street NW, Bent Arrow’s home and the former Parkdale School.
Culture Camp is designed to help everyone participate in and learn about traditional
Indigenous ceremony. Watch this website for details: www.practiseasceremony.com

UCE is a drop off location again during the month of May

Homeless Connect event. New and gently used clothes
are greatly appreciated!
http://www.homelessconnectyeg.com/

Enrich your life and our community’s by volunteering!
This is a great way to meet new people and be more involved in the church
community. Look for volunteer opportunities available for sign up on
credenza in UCE lobby.

PLEASE DROP IN TO HELP OUR WEDNESDAY CREW BETWEEN 10AM-1:30PM.
You do not have to have any handyperson experience, though that is always
appreciated! We can use electricians, and carpenters, but there are also very
valuable jobs that need to be done like cleaning out kitchen drawers,
shoveling, sweeping, putting away dishes ... always things to do. Even
dropping off some cookies is greatly appreciated!
You might learn something new and you will feel great about it too!

Unitarian Church of Edmonton May 2019
l

Page 9

Coffee
May 5 John
Turvey
May 12 Clair
Horne
May 19 Clair
Horne
May 26 Clair
Horne

SUNDAY SERVICE VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
Greeting
Ushering
Piano
Gerard Hayduk
Rosemary
Chorealis
Stephan Greenhalgh Falconer
Audrey Brooks
Jeff Bisanz
Gordon
Joel Brooks
Ritchie
Audrey Brooks
Jeff Bisanz
Karen Mills
Joel Brooks
Audrey Brooks
Jeff Bisanz
Gordon
Joel Brooks
Ritchie

Sound Tech
Marg Booker
Bill Lee
Marg Booker
Kat
Hartshorne

Edmonton Food Bank Volunteers
Volunteer Shift is Wednesday evening 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Key Holder
Person #2
Person #3
May 1
Ali Hammington Rosemary Falconer
Serena
May 8
Marge Roche
Stephen Greenhalgh Gerard Hayduk
May 15 Ali Hammington Rosemary Falconer
Serena
May 22 Marg Roche
Stephen Greenhalgh Gerard Hayduk
May 29 Ali Hammington Rosemary Falconer
Serena

RECORDINGS OF UCE SERVICES FOR MARCH & APRIL 2019
UCE has a YouTube channel where we post recordings of Sunday services for anyone to listen to. Here are links to
all March services and to the April services posted by the Newsletter deadline.
March

April

March 3 “Taking the First Step” Chorealis
https://youtu.be/YjqgRGSGg2Y

April 7 “We Are Whole” Chorealis
https://youtu.be/xCNA2bJPTKo

March 10 “Sharing Our Faith Sunday” Rev. Brian Kiely
and UCE Youth
https://youtu.be/62abVIu9wXI

April 14 “Put Your Whole Self In” Rev. Brian J. Kiely
https://youtu.be/S6PzLCExTU0

March 17 “Journey to This Land” Rev. Brian J. Kiely
https://youtu.be/Vbz-Wr8JTgo

April 21 “Wholehearted” Rev. Brian J. Kiely and UCE
Youth
https://youtu.be/CV79nBaErtw

March 24 “On the Path” Rev. Brian J. Kiely
https://youtu.be/XP7z--tc8l8
March 31 “Evolving Nation” Rev. Brian J. Kiely
https://youtu.be/MRGwydZfHw0
Recordings of Other UCE Services: Click on this link to go to the playlists of all services posted so far. Each playlist
covers a church year. https://www.youtube.com/user/EdmUnitarian/playlists?view=1&sort=dd&flow=grid
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Social Justice meets on the 2nd Sunday of each month
UCE Maintenance team meets every Wednesday from approximately 10am-2pm
UCE Board meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every month.
If you want to attend a Board Meeting please contact the UCE Board President, Karen Mills
(karenmills@me.com). A question or concern? Please feel free to put a note in the suggestion box in our
lobby. Messages will be forwarded to the board at the monthly meetings.
***make sure you check the website calendar and orders of service for changes in schedules
If your gathering or meeting uses the coffee nook and/or the kitchen:
Please wash, dry and put away your dishes
Make sure the counters and tables are cleared and wiped down
Sweep and/or mop up any spills
Make sure food is labeled and stored correctly

Social Justice Film Night at Westwood Unitarian
Monthly free screening of a film with a Social-Justice theme on the second Friday of the
month May 10th at 7:00 pm. 11135-65 Avenue NW.
“Mon Oncle Antoine” (1971, 1 h 44m). Claude Jutra’s sweeping portrait of village life in
1940’s Quebec has been called one of the greatest Canadian films of all time.

Dragging Youth
May 4th 2019 at 6:00PM Dragging Youth Series Presents An Evening With the
Church Lady...Holy Days & Bonfire Nights, ALL AGES Drag Show! Admission is $5
with all proceeds going to "Youth Initiatives" (like Queer Prom) All are welcome to
attend & perform! This Month we have the oh so holy Church Lady of Drag Lola
Lamore hosting.
https://www.facebook.com/events/2382336475130137/
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MESSAGES FROM THE CANADIAN UNITARIAN COUNCIL (CUC)
Please subscribe to the CUC newsletter at
https://cuc.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=14cdbcb20d193a5636bf18bdd&id=9434666947

Chorus 2019
Friday, May 17– Monday, May 20
Each year, Canadian UU young
adults (18-35) gather to build
beloved community, deepen our
cross-country connections, and
grow as spiritual beings. This
gathering, called Chorus, is a
weekend-long conference which
happens in conjunction with its
sibling youth event, CanUUdle.
Join us in Calgary in 2019 for a mix
of young adult social and worship
time, multigenerational events and
workshops, and time to gather
with older youth for bridging
activities.
RSVP to the Facebook event to get
updates leading up to the event!

Join other UU 18-35 year olds on Zoom (a video-conferencing
platform) for the sharing of joys and concerns, deeper check-ins,
prayerful reflections, and an opportunity to process current
events with a spiritually grounded community. Every 2nd
Monday of the month at 6pm MST /8pm Eastern time, you don’t
need to sign up in advance, just show up online.
https://www.facebook.com/events/1894212357364432/
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The Unitarian Church of Edmonton is a liberal, multi-generational, religious community. We celebrate a
rich mosaic of free-thinking, spiritually-questing individuals joined in common support and action. We
welcome diversity including diversity of beliefs from divine believers to humanists, from pagans to
atheists and agnostics. We believe in the compassion of the human heart, the warmth of community,
the pursuit of justice and the search of meaning in our lives.
We gather with gratitude on traditional Cree lands that are now a part of Treaty Six and shared by many
nations. A treaty is an inheritance, a responsibility and a relationship. May we be good neighbours to
one another, good stewards to our planet and good ancestors to our children.

THE EDMONTON UNITARIAN PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON Vol. 60 No. 5
10804 119 Street, Edmonton, AB T5H 3P2
Phone 780-454-8073 Fax 780-452-1641
Office Hours: Tuesdays to Fridays, 9:30 am to 1:30 pm
E-MAIL chadmin@uce.ca WEB PAGE www.uce.ca
Newsletter Submission Deadline is the 20th of every month.
Please send your article to chadmin@uce.ca
People Finder
Minister: Reverend Brian J. Kiely brikie@aol.com
President: Karen Mills karenmills@me.com
Church Office: Janet Polkovsky chadmin@uce.ca
Religious Exploration Leader: Will Adair ucekids@uce.ca
Head Teller: Edwina Madill
Canvas: Andrew Mills andrew@misc.ca
Communications: Karen Bilida Unitarian.edmonton@yahoo.ca
Chaplain Services: Reverend Audrey Brooks
audbrook@telusplanet.net
Property Management: Mike Keast

780-455-9797
780-432-0826
780-454-8073
780-454-5816
780-462-2089
780-432-0826
780-807-6380
780-489-8842
780-497-1303

You do not have to be a member of the congregation to make a
Tax Deductible contribution to UCE.
You can donate online by Credit card through Canada Helps or ATB Cares
Place your donation in the basket during a Sunday service
Contact the office for other donation methods
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